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THE WORL D GSSTEST HEREFORINDIAN ?

To quote Shakespeare: “Such stuff as dreams are made on”

This rather grainy photograph has arrived from New Zealand of club member Ken Griffiths trying out the
legendary Burt Munro’s land speed record breaking Indian streamliner for size. The world’s fastest
Herefordian? Err, perhaps not — my internet research hints that this is only a body-shell a museum in
Monro’s home town of Invercargill has for visitors to ‘ride’. The genuine motorcycle is far too precious to
risk any such fantasy ‘joy-riding’ and is owned by the Hayes family who still run the same local tool &
hardware store where Burt Monro used to shop! He sold it to them, along with his other bike (a Velocette)
when he was too ill to maintain them himself. The World’s Fastest Indian is now the centre piece of a
display in the midst of their shop — not the sort of thing you find amongst the aisles of B&Q or Halfords!
In the famous 2005 film ‘The World’s Fastest Indian’ various replicas were used, apparently 2 based on
Indian Scouts for close-up & static shots and 2 powered by Ducati engines for the re-creation of the record
breaking runs across the Bonneville salt flats. The body-shell of one of these replicas is also on display at
the hardware store. (Will Morgan).
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SUGARLAND, THE CLASSIC TT 2014 & MEMORIES OF THE ISLE OF MAN

Read the first episode of Sheila’s story further on in this newsletter.
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Sitting on the Dock of the Bay?Ferry Cross the The Sugarland Hotel: The eagle-eyed may spot
Mersey? No — waiting for the cat at Liverpool! Ed loitering with intent to fettle by the railings.
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Ed and Sheila at the Fairy Bridge. It is folklore for visitors to go to say hello to the fairies for god |
luck — once one of Sheila’s relatives didn’t and ended up in hospital with severe tea related injuries!

“I love the smell of wheelie bins in the morning” Ed & Sheila’s bikes admired at the Grandstand.



THE CLUB AWARDS FOR 2014

The Keith Morris Memorial Award:
VERNON PARRATT

Vernon received this in recognition of his work
for the club over many years — and not only as
our Treasurer, a role he has held for a number of
years. In committee meetings he has always
been quiet and thoughtful before succinctly
giving cool, calm and carefully considered
advice & opinion. Behind the scenes he has also
always been there willing to help, setting up at
events and even with less pleasant menial tasks
like collecting litter & used glasses at Open
Nights. In addition, as a sign of the committee’s
respect for his remarkable contributions to the
success of the club, he has been made an
Honorary Life Member.

The Piston Award:

This is usually presented to the club member
who arranged the most rain sodden event of the
year. Due to the vagaries of the British climate
we were unable to find anyone who had had the
misfortune to fulfil this requirement in 2014, so
the award was not presented. Let’s all hope the
same can be said next year!

The Cyril Hunt Rider of the Year Award:

RICHARD TRIPP
Richard has been a member of the club for many
years, travelling all the way from Weston Super
Mare to join club runs as often as he can. His
riding style is always exemplary and his ‘future
classic’ BMWs clearly well used and well loved.
This year we were delighted he managed to
come on more runs than in some years, including
two of the longest ones to North Wales which
must have been 500 mile days riding for him by
whatever time he got home! He also made it to
Open Night for his first time, surprising some of
us by turning up on a bright orange Hinckley
Triumph Speed Triple — a dramatic contrast to
either of his BMWs!

The Ladies Award:

This is usually presented to the club member
who displayed an act of notable daftness during
the year. Due to an unprecedented outbreak of
common sense there were no nominees this year,
so the award was not presented. But members
should be aware we are already on the outlook
for suitable candidates for the award in 2015!

CHRISTMAS CLUB NIGHT

The raffle prizes were presented by (take a deep breati3osemary & Frank Edgar, Bigfoot, Lyn &
John Wilshaw, John & Sue Peters, Phil Ball, Derrick Cotterall, Barry Ruck, Tony Adamson, Chris
Brewer, Pam & Trevor Dallow, Dave & Amanda Rogers, Dave Brogie, Steve Keith, Hazel Hunt, Sue
Hunt & Herb. (Phew- | hope | haveit missed anyone out!Thank you all very much! Bob ‘The
Persuader’ Dean sold the tickets and raised a wonderful £85. This is to be donated to St. Richard’s
Hospice in Worcester as decided by the ballot of suggested charities held last month.

The Nick and Sarah of the Bush Inn were presented with a Christmas present as a token of our
appreciation of their help and support throughout the year (especially at Open Night) and on this
evening providing a sumptuous spread for our Christmas Party. This was no mean feat as they were
‘double booked’ with a dangerous gang of assorted hoodlums, racketeers and vicious enforcers in the
other bar. It could so easily have all kicked off if their leader had just murmured the words ‘arrange
some flowers’ — it could have ended up with ‘strawberry jam’ everywhere and someone’s ‘brown
bread’ on the floor! This gang may be known to police forces worldwide as ‘The Mob’, ‘Syndicate’,
‘Cosy Nesters’ etc — but is better known locally to us as the Canon Pyon Chapter of the WI.
(Will Morgan).
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Another bit on the side! Just a point of interest for our members with the older type of motorcycle, be
warned — do not shut these machines in a dark shed together. | have found out to my disgust they have
been parked too close together and one has become pregnant! I have found a swelling on the nearside of
my Ariel Huntmaster. We saw a shooting star the other night and I said to Chris “That’s a meteor”. I think
it landed on my shed with the Huntmaster inside and it settled on the left of the bike. This Meteor came
down from a galaxy called Charnwood. So I have now had to withdraw my Huntmaster from the ‘For
Sale’ adverts and will have to support my boy being a responsible parent — and see how this develops.
(Ron Moore).

CHRI S6S COMMENTS

Sorry, | think Ron has been overcome with a touch of senility. | deny all involvement with his editorial
above. If you want to know what he is talking about I can enlighten you!
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On a sad note, you may not have heard Geoff I enjoyed our mid-week meet at Radway
Baker died in November, only months after his Garden Centre, except that wicked woman Sue
lovely wife Peggy. We couldn’t attend the Moore got me buying more plants again! Also
funeral but Terry represented us and we have the Sunday meet at the New Inn Pembridge
sent a card of condolence to Geoff’s son Paul. was a great meal & get together as always.

There’s never a dull moment with this club — look forward to all we have to offer you: To kick off don’t
miss Steve’s Quiz at club night on 7™ January — always a fun evening and the raffle monies will be going
to his charity REMAP. I still have a few tickets for the Skittles Night on Saturday 17" January, a really
good social evening at the Welsh Club. For tickets contact me on 01544 388621 or John & Barbara Baber
on 01981 250004 or 07798 573337. You must bring your ticket with you on the night as they are
numbered and this will be your personal ID number for the night. (Chris Moore).

NEWS SNIPPETTS

Welcome to new members David and Amanda Rogers from Burford near Tenbury Wells. We look
forward to seeing you at club events in the coming months and hope you will enjoy the club’s range of
activities. Remember the club’s internet presence too — as well as the website there is our Facebook group
with almost a third of club members participating in online banter and news.

WHAM ! It has been confirmed that on February club night we will have a guest speaker from the
Worcester Institute of Advanced Motorcyclists to talk about their ‘Skill For Life’ advanced rider training.

Prescott Bike Festival:Bookings to “Run the Hill” are now available but are selling out fast. Some club
members have already booked. If you’re interested too, book now online: www.prescottbikefestival.co.uk



http://www.prescottbikefestival.co.uk/

Sold? If you advertise a bike or any other motorcycling items either in the newsletter or on the website
please let us know if they have been sold so out of date adverts can be removed.

Cathé Racer: Hereford Cathedral School’s Design & Technology student’s café racer will be coming to
the Withington Show in May but we may have to help them get it there — I don’t think any of them have a
licence to ride it yet! The students have apparently been spurred on into a hive of activity since they heard
about our interest. We now know it is Yamaha based and hopefully we may get some before/after/during
photos of their progress with the build.

News from Down Under: We received Christmas greetings from long-standing friend of the club &
former World Sidecar Champion Stan Dibben: “Thanks for sending medmewsletter. I'm on the other
side of the world in Tasmania hag a break with my son until mithnuary. The classic bike scene here
is wonderful and a very high class. Loads of Triumphs, B8&lss, Italians, Germans and just a few
Nortons! | was at a big clase event on Sunday where over 800€re entered anchore than twie that
number turned up to watchncredible for this Island that onlyas a population of about half a milliori!
had the honour of presenting the prizeBest in show was an immaculate and ridden 250 Ducd#sive
my regards to all mmbers with my very best wishes for Christri@atscerely Stari .

No @ Bi k e rHerdoodvw&n\Vorcester Fire & Rescue Service have said they do not have enough
money to run even one of these first aid courses for motorcyclists. This is disappointing considering the
volume of motorcycle traffic passing through their area on route to Wales. But they have said they could
put the club in touch with other rescue services that do run courses in neighbouring counties.

Dirty old bikes: The Putoline Classic Dirt Bike Show (once known as Alan Wright’s show) is at Telford
International Centre TF3 4JH on 21%/22" February. As you can tell by the name it is now sponsored by
Putoline Oils — in conjunction with Mortons the classic motorcycling magazine publishers who seem intent
on world domination of all classic motorcycling events!

Classic shopping:The well-established classic motorcycle dealers Venture Classics have relocated from
Somerset to near Ledbury. The club has contacted proprietor Chris Spaett welcoming him to our area. He
has replied and hopefully a mutually useful relationship will develop.

Irish fuel warning: If you are travelling to Ireland be aware that police & customs in Dublin say that in a
tax dodging scam former IRA smuggling gangs are supplying increasing quantities of adulterated fuel to
some garages. They are adding up to 20% kerosene and 5% methanol and this fraudulent mixture can do
catastrophic (and sometimes terminal) damage to modern engines. They recommend the best way to avoid
it is to only buy fuel from forecourts operated by the big brand name petrol companies and supermarkets.
Let’s hope this dreadful stuff doesn’t come to our side of the Irish Sea!

Scottish fuel warning: If you are travelling to Scotland be aware that their drink drive law has changed.
From 1% January the legal permitted level of alcohol has been reduced to 50mg per 100ml of blood. This
new limit means less than a pint of beer or glass of wine could put you over the limit. The current English
limit of 80mg per 100ml is the highest in Europe. Northern Ireland is also considering reducing their limit
to 50mg/100ml — the same as Scotland & many EU countries (although some have a zero alcohol limit).

Museums & Exhibitions: In New Zealand multi-millionaire Tom Sturgess is building a new museum to
house his collection of over 250 vintage, veteran & classic bikes. Not only does he intend to have them all
fettled so they can be seen & heard running, but he is building a track so visitors can actually ride them
themselves (but of course subject to terms & conditions — he isn’t stupid enough to let complete novices
loose on his rare & valuable exhibits!). In stark contrast to Mr Sturgess’ new purpose built museum, the
recent ‘Vroom: The Art of the Motorcycle’ exhibition in Glendale California was held at Forest Lawns — a
local crematorium & cemetery!



CLUB RUNS 2015

Do you enj orggular Suadayxruna?d i@ €alendar of Events for 2015 is in this
newsletter and but so far there are still a lot of dates still to be filled. So if you do enjoy the
Sunday runs please select a date to organize one. Do not take the lazy option and sit back
assuming other people will do it — if they don’t you will only have yourself to blame if
there’s no fun to be had! 1f you haven’t lead a run before, don’t worry, it’s not difficult. All
you need to do is choose a date and a route that can be comfortably done in a day (or half day)
with suitable rest stops for refreshments and fuel. It can be to anywhere — a specific place of
interest or event — or just a good ride for the fun of riding. To book a date or for help & advice
about organizing a run please contact our Run Co-Ordinator Dave Peake on 01432 358400 or
by email: peakey.11@btinternet.com

IF YOU LEAD, THE CLUB WILL FOLLOW!

SUGARLAND, THE CLASSIC TT 2014 & MEMORIES OF THE ISLE OF MAN

My earliest childhood memory of the Isle of Man was seeing Bob Macintyre blasting through Union Mills
on the Gilera, and later family holidays through the 1960’s with a large tribe of parents and extended
family. Ed and | continued the tradition both at the TT, Manx, ISDT etc until the great Hailwood
comeback. We felt nothing for us would ever top that, so Manx holidays were no more. But after watching
“Closer to the Edge” we began to wonder just how much the island had changed since we were last there,
and as Ed had found a good deal for hotel and ferry from Liverpool we decided to book. First
decision...what bikes to use. Ed had already made up his mind to take his Indian Scout, | decided to take
my 350cc Velocette as I didn’t fancy taking my old Indian through Liverpool traffic with hopeless brakes
and hands change. (The Black Hills in South Dakota in 1999 were empty of traffic, so the Indian had
coped well there!)

Wednesday 28 August: Left home 3.15pm and the bikes behaved perfectly, with good weather until
three miles out of Newtown when the heavens opened, so a quick stop to put on waterproofs. Not a great
start but the downpour eased towards Welshpool and we had a pleasant uneventful journey, via the A483,
A5, M53 around Chester with light traffic and through the Mersey Tunnel, arriving at the dock in good
time. A huge number of bikes were already parked, and a huge cry went up as a beautifully restored
Vincent twin fell off its side stand, flat to the floor, leaving a very shocked owner shaking his head in
disbelief.

The sailing time 8.30 came and went with no sign of our ferry. At 9pm it finally arrived and was rather a
shock — instead of the lovely lines of the old ferries |1 remember it resembled a tall square floating
warehouse. It turned out to be the ‘fast-cat’ “Manannan” (named after the Manx sea god who protects the
island) but in this case turned out to be the ‘not-so-fast-cat’ as one of its four engines was out of
commission due to snagging discarded fishing nets. It was built in Tasmania — and maybe should have
stayed there as it had been giving problems all summer! Then Ed’s Indian refused to start, which was a
puzzle as it had been trouble free up until then, but finally he set off up the ramp with myself behind,
round what seemed endless tight turns until we were on an upper deck.

The cat finally sailed at 9.15 and arrived in Douglas at quarter past Midnight. ‘Sugerland’, our hotel for the
week, was only a few yards from the dock and the owner Mr.Wan was waiting to show us to our room up
four flights of stairs — great ‘fun’ with layers of bike gear, helmets and luggage! Whilst Ed. went down to
secure and cover the bikes parked on the pavement, | checked out the room, a small double at the quiet rear
of the house, basic, clean and en suite.
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Thursday 21st August: Woken at 6.30am by a refuse truck reversing down the alley below our window
(“T love the smell of wheelie bins in the morning™). 7.00am saw us in the dining room, all very 1980’s
décor with a mixture of Chinese and Japanese prints on the walls and a profusion of pot plants that would
shame Kew gardens, except these were all dusty plastic! We had a huge selection of breakfasts to choose
from and the young Chinese waiter was very attentive and couldn’t do enough for us, very helpful and
friendly.

The morning was dull but dry, so we decided to head south to the Fairy Bridge. We were struck by the
number of mini roundabouts and kamikaze bus drivers on the way out of Douglas, but after a spirited ride
parked up to say “Good Morning Fairies” for good luck — I remember my cousin’s husband pooh-poohing
this in 1968 and an hour later he spilled scalding tea over his leg and was in Noble’s Hospital for several
hours! The bridge was covered in a huge number of coloured ribbons, scarves, notes, and good luck tokens
—even garden gnomes which were never there last time we visited — but it all looked very colourful.

Ed’s Scout still rather nowty at starting, and we set off further south, through Castletown, Port St. Mary,
Port Erin (hardly changed at all) and then inland via the lonely moor land road toward Foxdale, then back
towards Peel, where we parked by the ancient Castle. Walking down the seafront we reminisced about the
Benmychree Café which gave us great amusement in the 1970’s. The tables were waited on by two ladies,
one who served table wearing carpet slippers, and each time she emerged from the kitchen she tripped over
the frayed edge of a carpet much to the amusement of customers. The ladies and the café now are long
gone. Nancy Crain “a kind dear lady” one of the waitresses died in 2013 aged 95.

Leaving the tranquillity of Peel we headed along the coast to Jurby, to visit the famous “Jurby Junk™ two
huge warehouses, the first stuffed with all manner of treasures from 50p to £10, and the second stacked to
the roof with millions of books on all subjects, in no particular order. Stella, the friendly owner, is an
accomplished artist & author who has written a biography of her father Howard Pixton, an early British
aviator (1887-1972) who started his flying career at Brooklands in 1910 and with friend A.V. Roe started
the Avro School of Flying. Pixton was also commissioned into the Royal Flying Corps. His claim to fame
came in 1914 when he won the Schneider Trophy air race in Monaco flying a Sopwith Tabloid seaplane
with an average speed of 86.83 mph. His later career involved flying the first newspapers and possibly the
first ever paying passenger to the Island, and he is buried at Jurby.

As we left the warehouses the sky darkened, so we decided to head for Douglas but again the Indian
wasn’t playing ball and began to rather spoil Ed’s day, so we headed towards the middle of the island,
stopping in a lay-by in Tholt-y-Wylt Glen to get into our waterproofs as rain clouds threatened. Whilst we
parked we were reminded of just what a beautiful area it was. Then a shiny restored 95 year old outfit
pulled in, the owner and passenger were Vintage Club members who had been on the club’s earlier run. I
asked the owner if they’d had a good day, and instead of the friendly “Yes thank you” that I’d expected, I
was greeted with a very haughty, snotty reply “Of COURSE we have!” “That’s put me in my place” I
thought as they walked off to the nearby watering hole.

Approaching the Bungalow the sky turned midnight black and lights went on as the heavens opened. A
cloudburst accompanied us all the way to Creg ny Baa and we stayed at a steady 40 mph, with Ed. riding
one handed as he shielded his goggled face from the deluge. Douglas was awash with rivers of water
particularly down from the Grandstand and standing water filled the town. Ten minutes after parking up
the sun came out, so we covered the bikes and went up to our room for a coffee and a dry out. But the
Indian’s starting problems were niggling at Ed. so he went down to fettle for a while, until time for a meal
in a little café by the old harbour. (Sheila Whittingham Part two follows next month)



ANYONE FOR BELGIUM?
Malcolm Copson is arranging a short touring trip to Belgium over the August Bank Holiday
weekend 2015 and has invited any club members interested to join him. Details are as
follows: Depart on Saturday 29" August, returning to ‘Blighty’ on Tuesday 1% September (to
avoid the Bank Holiday Monday traffic at Calais). Current tour itinerary includes:

Saturday 29" Calais to Kortrijk, via stops at Dunkirk (lunch) & Ypres 130km
(1 to 2hrs)

Sunday 30" Kortrijk to Liege, via stops at various picturesque villages 228km
along the way (Tournai, Mons, Charleroi etc.)

Monday 31° Liege to Ghent, via stops on the way at Leuven, Antwerp 271km
(and if time a quick round trip into Holland).

Tuesday 1% Ghent back to Calais, via Bruges (lunch). 155km

(All of theabove subject to tweaks!)
If you’re interested please phone Malcolm Copson on 07785 383141 as soon as possible!

FOR SALE
Yamaha Fazer, 600cc, 2006, Candy Red, one previous owner from new, MoTs prove the low mileage 6k.
Tyres have loads of tread, just been serviced, MoT till May 2015. The bike is in lovely condition. Asking
price: £2,450 ovno. Contact 01432 263413 or 07777607379.

SKITTLES & SOCIAL EVENING
Date; Saturday 17" January. Venue: Hereford Welsh Club, Ross Road, HR2 6BL
Entry by pre-booked ticket only (£5.50 including buffet supper).
Available from Chris Moore 01544 388621 or
John & Barbara Baber 01981 250004 or 07798 573337
Book now — only a few tickets left!

SUNDAY MEET
Date; Sunday 25" January Venue: The Robin Hood, Castlemorton, WR13 6BS
(south of Malvern on B4208 between A4104 & A438)
Meet from 12.00 noon for lunch or just a drink and a natter.

MID -WEEK MEET
Date; Wednesday 18" February Venue; Shobdon Airfield Café,
(HR6 9NR, B4362, off A4110)
Meet from 12.00 noon for lunch or just a drink and a natter.

SUNDAY MEET
Date: Sunday 22" February Venue: The Roebuck, Brimfield, SY8 4NE
(off A49 between Leominster & Ludlow)
Meet from 12.00 noon for lunch or just a drink and a natter.




CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2015
(Events in italics are non club events)

JANUARY FEBRUARY
Sun 4" Sun 1%
Wed 7" | Club Night - Quiz Wed 4™ | Club Night
Sun 117 Sun 8"
Wed 14™ | Committee Meeting Wed 11" | Committee Meeting
Sat 17th | Skittles & Social Evening Sun 15"
Sun 18" Wed 18" | Mid-Week Meet: Shobdon Airfield Café,
HR6 9NR
Wed 21° Sun 22" | Sunday Meet: The Roebuck, Brimfield
SY8 4NE
Sun 25" | Sunday Meet: Robin Hood, Wed 25"
Castlemorton, WR13 6BS
Wed 28"
MARCH APRIL
Sun 1% Wed 1% | Club Night
Wed 4™ | Club Night Sun 5™ Prescott Bike Festival
Sun 8" Wed 8" | Committee Meeting
Wed 11" | Committee Meeting Sun 12" | Winter Meet:
Sun 15" Wed 15" | Mid-Week Meet: The Sun Inn,
Leintwardine, SY7 OLP
Wed 18™ | Mid-Week Meet: Countrywide | Sun 19"
Store, Ledbury, HR8 2JQ
Sun 22" | Wistanstow Show Wed 22™
Sun29™ | Sunday Meet: Three Sun 26™ | Will’s Viaducts & Views Run
Horseshoes, Felindre LD1 5HU
Wed 29"
MAY JUNE
Sun 3™ Postman Pat Withington Show | Wed 3 | Club Night
Wed 6" Club Night Sun 7" Bob Dean & Frank Edgar’s Run
Sun 10 Wed 10" | Committee Meeting
Wed 13" | Committee Meeting Sun 14"
Sun 17" | Steve Powell’s Run Wed 17" | Mid-Week Meet: Bottle & Glass,
Picklestock, SY6 6NR
Wed 20" | Mid-Week Meet: TBA Sun 21 | Will’s Run
(Alan Spencer?)
Sun 24™ | Bigfoot’s 1™ Classic Run Wed 24"
Wed 27" Sun 28"
Sun 31

(Continued over page).




JULY AUGUST

Wed 1% Open Night Sun 2™

Sun 5" John & Lynda Wilshaw’s Run | Wed 5 | Club Night

Wed 8" | Committee Meeting Sun 11"

Sun 12" Wed 12" | Committee Meeting

Wed 15" | Mid-Week Meet: TBA Sun 16"

Sun 19" | Steve Hackett’s Run Wed 19" | Mid-Week Meet: Steel Horse Café,

near Abergavenny, NP7 9AY.
Wed 22" | Bigfoot’s *Cos We Can Run Sun 23 | John Peters & Dave Peake’s Run

Sun26™ | Aberdare Races Wed 26"
Wed 29" Sun 30"
SEPTEMBER OCTOBER
Wed 2" | Club Night Sun 4"
Sun 6" Will’s Run Wed 7" | Club Night
Wed 9" | Committee Meeting Sun 117
Sun 13" Wed 14" | AGM & Committee Meeting

Wed 16" | Mid-Week Meet: Old Station, | Sun 18"
Tintern, NP16 7NX

Sun 20™ | Bigfoot’s Classic Bike Run Wed 21% | Mid-Week Meet: TBA
Wed 24" Sun 25"
Sun 27" Wed 28"
Wed 30"

NOVEMBER DECEMBER
Sun 1° Wed 2™ | Committee Meeting
Wed 4™ | Club Night Sun 6"
Sun 8" (Remembrance Day) Wed 9™ | Christmas Club Night
Wed 11" | Committee Meeting Sun 13"
Sun 15" Wed 16™ | Mid-Week Meet: Queenswood,

HR6 OPY

Wed 18" | Mid-Week Meet: Bush Inn, Sun 20"

HR4 8EH
Sun 22™ Wed 23"
Wed 25" Sat 26™ | Boxing Day Meet.
Sun 29" Sun 27"

Wed 30"

Disclaimer: The Leominster Classic Motorcycle Club and committee cannot accept liability or be held
responsible for any loss, accident, injury, death or loss of claims due to tips or suggesteansgi

this newsletter. The articles in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the editor or club
committee.

Note: Any information that Leominster Classic Motorcycle Club holds remains confidexiat

personal data is stored on digltmedia in accordance with the provisions and requirements of the
Data Protection Act of 1988 and will only be used to contact you on club matters
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